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William F. Caton

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Mail Stop 1170

1919 M Street, NNW., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Caton:
Re: ET Docket No. 93-7 - [Implementation of Section 17 of the Cable Television
Consumer Profection and Competition Act of 1992; Compatibility Between Cable

Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment

On behalf of Pacific Telesis Group, Pacific Bell, and Nevada Bell, please find enclosed
an original and six copies of their "Comments" in the above proceeding.

Please stamp and return the provided copy to confirm your receipt. Please contact me
should you have any questions or require additional information concerning this matter.
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Before the ECEIVED

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

ET Docket No. 93-7
—

Implementation of Section 17 of the
Cable Television Consumer Protection
and Competition Act of 1992

Compatibility Between Cable Systems
and Consumer Electronics Equipment

COMMENTS OF PACIFIC TELESIS GROUP, PACIFIC BELL AND NEVADA BELL

Pacific Telesis Group, Pacific Bell and Nevada Bell
("the Pacific Companies") submit their comments in response to
the Supplemental Comments of the Cable-Consumer Electronics
Compatibility Advisory Group ("Advisory Group"), dated July 21,
1993 ("Supplemental Comments")in the above-captioned docket .l

The Supplemental Comments are the result of the Advisory
Group's continuing response to the statutory directive of
Section 17 of the 1992 Cable Act? that the cable and consumer
electronics equipment industries consult with the Commission

about the compatibility of each industry's outputs. Congress

1 Comments Invited on Industry Proposal for Compatibility
Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment, Public
Notice, ET Docket No. 93-7, released July 26, 1993.

2 The Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition
Act of 1992, Pub. L. No. 102-385, 106 Stat. 1460 (1992).



intended to ensure that cable subscribers could enjoy innovative
features and functions in the use of television receivers and
video cassette recorders ("VCRs") while also enabling the cable
industry to protect against theft of service.

In its Supplemental Comments, the Advisory Group offers
both short-term and longer-term recommendations. The Advisory
Group acknowledges that its longer-term recommendations can bring
substantial changes in the relationship between cable systems and

consumer electronics products.3

For that reason, it is

vitally important that the Commission also consider the
relationship of those longer-term recommendations vis-a-vis newer
video delivery alternatives. Congress' directive that consumer
electronics and cable industries should consult to assist the
Commission should be read broadly to extend participation to
include non-traditional cable delivery system operators. Video
consumer electronics equipment must be compatible not only with
the traditional modes of video service delivery but also with
newer service delivery means such as DBS, TVRO, video dialtone
and wireless systems. The Commission should encourage active
participation by all segments of the video delivery industry that

will involve telecommunications via consumer electronics such as

televisions and VCRs. Involvement in the development of

3 Supplementary Comments, p. 6.



standards and interfaces by all market participants is the only
way to ensure compatibility in the future -- especially given the

clear trend of technological convergence.

Respectfully submitted,

PACIFIC BELL
NEVADA BELL

A«w& Y. Yl

JAMES P. TUTHILL
LUCILLE M., MATES

140 New Montgomery St., Rm. 1526
San Francisco, California 94105
(415) 542-7654

JAMES L. WURTZ
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
(202) 383-6472

Their Attorneys

Date: August 10, 1993



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the comments from Pacific and Nevada Bell for FCC
ET Docket 93-7 regarding the "compatability of consumer
electronic equipment with CATV system signals" proceeding

was mailed or delivered to the accompanying list of parties
on August 10, 1993:




M. H. Hammer

Wilkie Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Center
1155 21st Str., N.W.

Ste. 600

Washington, DC 20036-3384

B. Franca
Office of Engr. & Tech.

Federal Communications Comm.

Washington, DC 20554

Christopher Ciak

Booth American Company
P.O. Box 888

Detroit, Michigan 48231

Jerry Perlman

Zenith Electronics Corp.
1000 Milwaukee Avenue
Glenview, Illinois 60025

Paul Glist
Cole, Raywid and Braverman

1919 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Suite 200
Washington, DC 20006

Robert Meyers
Scientific Atlanta

One Technology Parkway - South

Norcross, Georgia 30092

Dick Glass

Electronics Technicians Assoc.

602 North Jackson Str.
Greencastle, Indiana 46135

Nicholas Worth
Telecable Corporation
Dominion Tower

999 Waterside Drive
Norfolk, Virginia 23510

Joseph Van Loan

Cablevision Industries Corp.

PO Box 311
Liberty, New York 12754

Eileen Huggard

Cable Television Franchise &
Policy

75 Park Place

Sixth Floor

New York, New York 10007

Ralph Smith
Oregon Consumer League
PO Box 8934
Portland, Oregon 97207

Philip Permut

Wiley, Rein and Fielding
1776 K Str., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Aaron Fleischman
Fleischman & Walsh

1400 Sixteenth Str., N.W.
Sixth Floor

Washington, DC 20036

David Goldstein

Natural Resources Defense Council
1350 New York Avenue. N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Jon Tuttle

Dorsey & Whitney

1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Ste. 200

Washington, DC 20036

Judith McHale

Discovery Communications, Inc.
7700 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

ITS

1919 M Str., N.W.
Room 246

Washington, DC 20554

Stephen Effros

Community Antenna Television
Assoc.

3950 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, Virginia 22030-1005



Wendell Bailey
NCTA

1724 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036

Norman Sinel
Arnold & Porter

1200 New Hampshire Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036

Dr. R. D. Katznelson
Multichannel Communications
Sciences, Inc.

3550 Dunhill Str.

San Diego, California 92121

Brenda Fox

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
1255 - 23rd Str., N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

Robert Sachs

Continental Cablevision, Inc.

The Pilot House
Lewis Wharf
Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Stephen Ross

Ross & Hardies

888 Sixteenth Str., N.W.
Washington, DC 20006-4103

Craig Blakely

Sidley & Austin

1722 Eye Str., N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Gary Shapiro

E1A/CEG

2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

James Casserly

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
1201 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20044

Wm. Barfield

1155 Peachtree Str., N.E.
Suite 1800

Atlanta, Georgia 30367-6000

Geoffrey Roman

General Instrument Corp.

Jerrold Division

2200 Byberry Road

Hatboro, Pennsylvania 19040
Jack Pluckman

General Administration/
External Affairs

Matsushita Electric Corp.

One Panasonic Way

Secaucus, New Jersey 07094

Clyde Nabors
National Electronic Service Dlrs.
2708 West Berry Str.

Fort Worth, Texas 76109-2356

M. T. McCue

USTA

900 19th Str., N.W.
Washington, DC 20006-2105

Floyd Keene

Ameritech Operating Companies
Room 4H74

2000 West Ameritech Center Dr.
Hoffman Estates, Il. 60196-1025

Quincy Rodgers

General Instrument Corp.
1899 L Str., N.W. Ste 500
Washington, DC 20036

Julius Szakolczay

Mitsubishi Consumer Electronics
2001 East Carnegie

Santa Ana, California 92705

Terry Mahn

Fish and Richardson

601 Thirteenth Str., N.W.
Fifth Floor North
Washington, DC 20005



W. Ciciora
300 First Stamford Place

Stamford, Connecticut
06902-6732

B. Huber
1000 Milwaukee Ave.
Glenview, Illinois 60025



